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North Central Texas 
Urban Forestry 

Conference 
 

February 19, 2010 
 

Ruthe Jackson Center 
Grand Prairie, Texas 

Hosted by: 
CITY OF GRAND PRAIRIE 

CROSS TIMBERS URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 
TRINITY BLACKLANDS URBAN FORESTRY 

COUNCIL 
TEXAS CHAPTER INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

ABORICULTURE   
TEXAS FOREST SERVICE 

 

SPEAKER BIOS 
 

Dr. David Appel 
Is a collaborating Faculty member at Texas A&M Uni-
versity. He earned his M.S. in 1976 and his Ph.D. in 1979 
from West Virginia University.  His current areas of re-
search specialization include Tree Disease Biology, Epi-
demiology and Control.   
 

Dr. Michael Merchant 
Is a Professor & Extension Urban Entomologist with   
Texas A&M University Research and Extension Center 
in Dallas, TX.  He earned his M.S. in Entomology from 
Purdue University in 1984 and his Ph.D. in Entomology 
from Texas A&M University in 1989.  His current areas 
of research include improving control recommendations 
for termites, fire ants, spiders and scorpions.  
  

Dr. Raul Cabrera 
Is an Associate Professor of Woody Ornamental Horti-
culture within the Department of Horticultural Sciences 
at Texas A&M University.  He is stationed at the Coit 
Extension Center in Dallas, TX.  He earned his M.S. in 
Plant Physiology from the University of California at 
Davis in 1992 and his Ph.D. in Plant Biology from the 
University of California at Davis in 1994.  His current 
areas of research include mineral nutrition, physiology 
and management of ornamental plants and crops 
(floriculture, nursery and landscape).  

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
 

City of Grand Prairie 
www.gptx.org   

 

Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council 
www.ctufc.org  

 

Texas AgriLife Extension  
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/ 

 

Texas Chapter 
International Society of Arboriculture  

www.isatexas.com  
 

Texas Forest Service 
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/ 

 

Texas Plant Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 
http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/ 

 

Trinity Blacklands Urban Forestry Council 
www.blacklandsufc.org  

 

Urban Solutions Center 
http://urbansolutionscenter.tamu.edu/  

http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://www.blacklandsufc.org
http://urbansolutionscenter.tamu.edu/


REGISTRATION FORM 

Please Fill Out a Form for Each Registrant 

 

Name:________________________________ 

 

Company:_____________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Phone:_______________________________ 

 

E-Mail:_______________________________ 

 

Workshop Fee: 

Registration includes lunch 

 

(Please fill in appropriate amounts) 

             

$           Workshop Fee    ($60) 

 

$           Late Registration    ($70) 

             (after February 8)  

 

$           TBUFC Annual Dues   ($15) 

 

$           CTUFC Annual Dues   ($10) 

 

$           Other Contributions  

(please check which group you are donating to) 

 Trinity Blacklands (TBUFC) 

 Cross Timbers (CTUFC) 

 

$           TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

 

 

Please Make Check or Money Order Payable to: 

 

Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council 

4200 South Freeway, Suite 2200 

Fort Worth, Texas 76115-1499 
 

Workshop and Vendor Registration online at:   

http://www.ctufc.org/conference.htm   

 

Questions?  817.926.8203 (Ft. Worth)  

214-384-8673 (Dallas)  

or  

cblevins@tfs.tamu.edu 

mpace@tfs.tamu.edu  

 
 

 
8:00 - 9:00   Registration 
 

9:00 - 10:15   Latest Technologies for Clinical Diagnosis 
of Tree Diseases  

 
Dr. David N. Appel, PhD 
Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology Texas 
A&M University College Station, TX  

 
Several new lab diagnostic techniques, such as ELISA and 
Quantitative Real Time Polymerase Chain Reaction are 
becoming more common.  Participants will learn about 
these lab techniques, their capabilities and the technology 
involved.  
  
10:15 - 10:30    Break and  Network with Vendors 
 

10:30 - 11:30   Update on Critical Tree Problems in Texas  
 
Dr. David N. Appel, PhD 
Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology Texas 
A&M University College Station, TX  

 
An overview of common tree problems, with an update on 
the most critical tree-related issues in our area will provide 
some participants with the opportunity to refresh their 
understanding of these important tree problems and allow 
others less familiar with these tree concerns the chance to 
learn something new. 
 

11:30 - 12:30     Lunch & Awards  
 

12:30 - 1:30     Things that go BUMP in the Park:  Biting 
and Stinging Insects  

 
Dr. Mike Merchant, PhD 
Professor & Extension Urban Entomologist  
Texas A&M University Research and Extension Center 
Dallas, TX 
 
Insects may cause significant risk to green industry 
personnel, such as tree workers.  Participants will learn 
about common insects that  sting or bite.  Knowing which 
species pose a risk will help participants to be more 
prepared for both prevention and treatment in the case of 
an encounter with a dangerous insect.  

Continuing Education Units will be available 
 International Society of Arboriculture 

Society of American Foresters  
Texas Department of Agriculture 

Texas Nursery & Landscape Association 

 
 

 

1:30 - 2:30 Mistletoe Biology Research and Control in 
Urban Trees 

 

Dr. Raul Cabrera, PhD 
Associate Professor of Woody Ornamental Horticulture  
Department of Horticultural Sciences, Texas A&M 
University Dallas, TX 
 

Mistletoe is one of the costliest pest problems in north 
central Texas urban forests.  A discussion on mistletoe 
biology and a look at current control research will 
provide participants with new information on this pest 
and options for treatment. 
 

2:30 - 2:45     Break and Network with Vendors 
 

2:45 - 3:30    Insect Biology for Pesticide Applicators 
 

Dr. Mike Merchant, PhD 
Professor & Extension Urban Entomologist  
Texas A&M University Research and Extension Center  
Dallas, TX 
 

Insects have very unique and complex life cycles.  Yet 
the understanding of this uniqueness and complexity is 
what allows for more efficient control measures.  
Participants will receive a detailed look at several 
aspects of insect biology as they relate to pesticide 
application.  

RUTHE JACKSON CENTER 
3113 SOUTH CARRIER PARKWAY 
GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS 75052 

972-237-7500 
 

Located approximately 1 1/2 miles north of Interstate 20 on the 
Northeast corner of  South Carrier Parkway and Warrior Trail.  
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